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Abstract-

 

In the multilingual setting of Cameroon, this article 
looks at the influence of civil society organizations (CSOs) on 
mother tongue education. The preservation and advancement 
of mother tongue education are essential for maintaining 
cultural identity and advancing education in a nation where 
multiple languages are spoken. However, there are a number 
of barriers that prevent mother-tongue education programs 
from being implemented effectively. This study evaluates the 
barriers that community-based organizations

 

(CSOs) have 
while trying to advance mother tongue education and 
considers possible solutions. This study clarifies the many 
challenges faced by CSOs through a thorough literature review 
and qualitative research techniques like document analysis 
and interviews. Language variety, a lack of government 
backing, scarce resources, and insufficient teacher 
preparation are some of these challenges. The results also 
show where there may be opportunities to strengthen the 
influence of CSOs on mother-tongue instruction. According to 
the study, CSOs are essential in promoting mother tongue 
education, increasing public awareness, creating instructional 
resources, and giving instructors training. However, it is 
essential to improve cooperation between CSOs, 
governmental organizations, and communities in order to get 
past the challenges. To further increase the influence of CSOs, 
it is imperative to improve teacher preparation programs, 
boost financing and resources, and create laws that 
encourage mother tongue education. 

 

This study adds to the body of knowledge by 
shedding light on the particular difficulties CSOs encounter 
while trying to advance mother tongue instruction in the 
multilingual setting of Cameroon. The results emphasize the 
significance of maintaining linguistic variety and advancing 
inclusive education methods, and they provide insightful 
recommendations for legislators, CSOs, and others involved in 
education. Through tackling these challenges and welcoming 
alternative perspectives, Cameroon may cultivate an education 
system that is both culturally rich and inclusive, valuing and 
supporting diversity. 

 

Keywords:

 

civil society organizations, mother tongue 
education, cameroon, multilingual context, obstacles.  

 

I.

 

Introduction

 

or a number of reasons, mother tongue education 
is essential in several cultures. It safeguards 
culture and identity, encourages academic 

performance, advances educational equity, fosters 

bilingualism or multilingualism, makes it easier for 
people to integrate into society, and opens up economic 
benefits. Language is an essential component of culture 
and identity, encouraging a sense of community and 
ancestral pride. Children who receive an education in 
their mother tongue perform better in school, strengthen 
their cognitive abilities, and pick up new languages. The 
promotion of social inclusion and integration through 
mother tongue education also fosters peace and 
cooperation among varied communities. Effective 
multilingual communication also improves intercultural 
communication abilities, facilitates international 
commercial relationships, and creates new employment 
chances. 

 

Having more than 250 regional languages, 
Cameroon is referred to be "Africa in miniature" because 
of its linguistic richness. In our multilingual culture, 
mother tongue education is essential for maintaining 
cultural heritage, encouraging cognitive development, 
enhancing learning, and enhancing academic success. 
Additionally, it encourages productive interaction 
between teachers and students, promoting equity and 
inclusivity in the educational system. Additionally, it 
promotes community involvement in the educational 
process, strengthening the connection between 
communities and schools. In conclusion, mother tongue 
instruction is an essential part of a comprehensive 
educational system that recognizes and celebrates 
linguistic diversity, supports cultural heritage, fosters 
cognitive growth, and fosters community involvement. 

 

In a multilingual society, civil society 
organizations (CSOs) are essential for advancing 
mother tongue education. In addition to doing research, 
offering training, working with communities, 
collaborating with governmental organizations, and 
facilitating networking and knowledge sharing, they also 
promote its significance in policies and programs. CSOs 
keep an eye on the development of these projects and 
offer suggestions and feedback to increase their 
efficacy. Their efforts help to maintain cultural variety, 
promote inclusive education, and advance the general 
grow recognizes being of people and communities. In 
general, CSOs are essential for advancing mother-
tongue education and maintaining cultural diversity.  

 

In a multilingual country like Cameroon, mother 
tongue education is essential to preserve cultural variety,

 

improve educational outcomes, and promote social 
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cohesion. It enables people to stay in touch with their 
cultural origins, customs, and values. According to 
research, learning in a child's mother tongue improves 
academic performance and promotes inclusion among 
various linguistic groupings. There are obstacles, too, 
like a lack of finances, a linguistic policy that favors 
French and English over indigenous languages, and a 
lack of awareness among communities and parents. To 
create comprehensive and long-lasting mother tongue 
education efforts, civil society organizations can play a 
critical role in creating awareness, offering training, and 
forging collaborations with governmental agencies, 
nongovernmental organizations, and international 
organizations can overcome these challenges and take 
advantage of potential opportunities. 

II. Methodology 

In the multilingual setting of Cameroon, this 
article proposes a mixed-methods approach to examine 
the impact of civil society organizations on mother 
tongue education. The research aims to identify 
challenges and possible outlooks in the field. A literature 
review is conducted to provide a theoretical foundation 
and identify gaps in current knowledge. The research 
designs includes a mixed-method approach, sampling, 
data collection, analysis, and triangulation. The study 
uses interviews, focus groups, and survey to gather 
qualitative and quantitative data. The findings are then 
analyzed using descriptive statistics and inferential 
analysis to quantify perceptions and attitudes. The 
findings are presented in discussion emphasizing the 
role of civil society organizations in mother tongue 
education in multilingual context. The article concludes 
with recommendations for policy makers, organizations, 
and stakeholders to overcome obstacles and enhance 
the impact of civil society organizations on mother 
tongue education. The study is ethically conducted and 
requires informed consent.  

III. Background 

With more than 200 regional languages, the 
Central African nation of Cameroon is renowned for its 
linguistic richness. Each ethnic group has its own 
language that is filled with information about its history, 
traditions, and values. In a multilingual society like 
Cameroon, mother tongue education must be preserved 
and promoted for a number of reasons. It supports 
inclusive education, builds identity and a sense of 
belonging, advances cognitive development, and 
facilitates verbal and written communication. According 
to research, children who receive their elementary 
education in their mother tongue perform better 
academically. They also have a higher chance of 
learning other languages, especially official ones like 
French and English, because they have a strong 
foundation in their mother tongue. In conclusion, 

mother-tongue education must be preserved and 
promoted if a society is to cherish and respect linguistic 
diversity.   

In multilingual communities, mother tongue 
education is essential because it fosters cultural 
identification, cognitive growth, and easier language 
learning. Students benefit from having a deeper grasp of 
their cultural heritage and a closer connection to their 
roots, which boosts their confidence, sense of self, and 
sense of belonging. According to research, pupils who 
are taught in their mother tongue perform better in 
reading, writing, and academic courses overall. 
Additionally, because students have acquired necessary 
language abilities that may be applied to different 
languages, it allows a more seamless transition to 
second or foreign language acquisition. However, the 
current educational system frequently does not support 
multiple languages, which causes language loss and 
devalues mother tongues. Additionally, pupils' access to 
excellent instruction is hampered by teacher shortages 
and poor training programs.   

For the sake of a person's cultural identity, self-
esteem, and cognitive growth in a multilingual culture, 
mother tongue education is essential. It fosters a sense 
of belonging by assisting individuals in connecting              
with their culture, traditions, and values. According to 
research, kids who are educated in their mother tongue 
perform better academically and transfer to other 
languages more easily. The preservation and 
resurgence of endangered languages, which are in 
danger of extinction due to globalization, urbanization, 
and dominant languages, is also aided through mother 
tongue-based education. Civil society organizations 
actively support mother tongue education through 
research, curriculum development, and policy advocacy. 
Examples include the Central Institute of Indian 
Languages (CIIL) in India, the African Academy of 
Languages (ACALAN) in Africa, and the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO).  

IV. Objective of the Study 

The objective of this study is to analyze the 
impact of civil society organizations on mother tongue 
education in the multilingual context of Cameroon. It 
aims to examine the obstacles faced by these 
organizations in their efforts to promote education in 
mother tongues, as well as potential prospects for 
overcoming these challenges.   

This study will seek to understand how civil 
society organizations work in collaboration with local 
communities, schools and education authorities to 
promote mother tongue education. It will examine 
obstacles such as lack of resources, unfavorable 
educational policies and linguistic biases that can 
hamper these initiatives.   

Examining the Impact of Civil Society Organizations on Mother Tongue Education in Cameroon
Multilingual Context: Obstacles and Potential Out Looks

G
lo
ba

l 
Jo

ur
na

l 
of
 H

um
an

-S
oc

ia
l 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
( 
A
 )
 X

X
IV

 I
ss
ue

 I
V
 V

er
si
on

 I
 

 Y
ea

r 
20

24

10

© 2024 Global Journals



 

 

 
The ultimate objective of this study is to 

contribute to the improvement of mother tongue 
education in Cameroon by identifying the challenges 
faced by civil society organizations and proposing 
perspectives to strengthen their impact. This could have 
positive implications for the empowerment of local 
communities, the preservation of indigenous languages 
and cultures, as well as the quality of education.  

V. Results of Study 

a) The Impact of CSOs on MTE 
In order to maintain the nation's rich linguistic 

heritage and provide high-quality education, civil  
society organizations in Cameroon are advocating for 
mother-tongue education. These programs include the 
Language Development and Literacy Project (LDLP),  
the Local Language Literacy Initiative (LOLLI), the 
Mother Tongue-Based Multilingual Education (MTB-
MLE) Project, the Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL), 
and the Cameroon Association for the Promotion of 
Indigenous Languages (CAPIL). These groups support 
the inclusion of mother tongues in the curriculum, 
educate teachers, and create educational resources in 
collaboration with nearby communities. These programs 
seek to support linguistic variety and offer kids in-depth 
instruction in their native tongues.   

The promotion of mother language education 
by civil society organizations in Cameroon has improved 
educational outcomes for students, the preservation of 
cultural traditions, and community growth. The reading, 
writing, and comprehension abilities of children improve 
as a result of these programs, which also increase 
students' grasp of and involvement in the curriculum. By 
including regional languages in the curriculum, they also 
play a significant part in preserving Cameroon's unique 
linguistic and cultural variety. As these organizations 
involve community members, parents, and elders in the 
creation of educational materials and teacher training, 
community participation and empowerment are also 
crucial. This improves teacher student interaction and 
the learning environment in general. Mother-language 
instruction has also been demonstrated to increase 
completion rates and improve educational results by 
lowering dropout rates.   

The AI language model offers instances of             

civil society organizations' successful mother tongue 
education promotion. UNESCO discovered that 
multilingual educational initiatives enhance student 

retention and learning outcomes in Nepal. SIL 
International and Proyecto Linguistico Francisco 
organizations in Papua New Guinea states that the use 
of indigenous languages in the classroom increased 
participation, achievement, and community involvement. 
Parham established programs in India that raised 
student involvement, enhanced reading skills, and 
decreased dropout rates. However, depending on the 
situation, cultural considerations, and program 
execution, these interventions may or may not be 
helpful.   

b) Obstacles to Implementing MTE   
The implementation of mother tongue education 

programs, which aims to give instruction in a child's 
home language and improve learning outcomes and 
sociocultural development, presents a number of 
difficulties for CSOs. These difficulties include a lack of 
funding, a lack of awareness and advocacy, a lack of 
competent teachers, a lack of resources for curriculum 
creation and adaptation, a lack of policy and legal 
support, and the switch to a second language. Lack of 
awareness can impede the execution of these 
programs, while limited resources can restrict the scope 
and development of materials. The process of 
standardizing languages is difficult since it calls for the 
creation of relevant resources and the navigation of 
linguistic variances. The implementation of these 
programs may also be hampered by legal and policy 
constraints, such as cumbersome regulations and out-
of-date laws.   

Programs that priorities using a child's home 
language as the medium of instruction are called 
"mother tongue education" programs, and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) are essential to their 
implementation. However, socio-cultural, political, and 
economic issues frequently provide difficulties for these 
attempts. Language stigma, a lack of materials and 
resources, and attitudes and ideas that favor dominant 
languages are only a few socio-cultural issues. Lack of 
legislative support, language-in-education policies, and 
power dynamics are also political considerations. 
Funding restrictions, poor infrastructure, and a teacher 
shortage are examples of economic problems. CSOs 
should work together with appropriate parties, such as 
governments, communities, educators, and foreign 
partners, to address these obstacles. CSOs may help 
mother language education programs be implemented 
successfully by raising awareness, pushing for 
legislative changes, gathering funding, and launching 
capacity-building efforts.   

Programs that priorities using a child's home 
language as the medium of instruction are called 
"mother tongue education" programs, and civil society 
organizations (CSOs) are essential to their 
implementation. However, socio-cultural, political, and 
economic issues frequently provide difficulties for these 
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Furthermore, this study will explore potential 
prospects for overcoming these obstacles. This could
include policy recommendations to promote the 
inclusion of mother tongues in educational programs, 
strengthening partnerships between civil society 
organizations and education stakeholders, and 
increasing awareness of the benefits of mother tongue 
education.  



 

attempts. Language stigma, a lack of materials and 
resources, and attitudes and ideas that favor dominant 
languages are only a few socio-cultural issues. Lack of 
legislative support, language-in-education policies, and 
power dynamics are also political considerations. 
Funding restrictions, poor infrastructure, and a teacher 
shortage are examples of economic problems. CSOs 
should work together with appropriate parties, such as 
governments, communities, educators, and foreign 
partners, to address these obstacles. CSOs may help 
mother language.   

Education programs by being implemented 
successfully by raising awareness, pushing for 
legislative changes, gathering funding, and launching 
capacity-building efforts.    

VI. Potential Outlooks and 
Recommendation 

By utilizing a variety of tactics, civil society 
organizations (CSOs) can successfully promote and 
maintain mother tongue education programs. These 
include lobbying for policy changes, establishing 
relationships with stakeholders like governments, 
educational institutions, and language specialists, and 
offering programs for capacity building and training. 
CSOs can also carry out research and documentation to 
obtain proof of these programs' results, supporting their 
sustainability and guiding policy choices. Participation 
and empowerment of the community can guarantee 
cultural relevance, sensitivity to community needs, and 
long-term viability. CSOs can analyze the success of 
these programs with the aid of monitoring and 
evaluation methods, allowing them to take well-informed 
decisions and prove the programs' worth to funders  
and policymakers. Combining these tactics will help 
CSOs get through roadblocks and leave a long lasting 
impression on mothers.   

Mother Tongue Education (MTE) campaigns 
should work together and partner with one another to 
maximize impact, leverage knowledge, forge alliances, 
pool resources, foster consensus, and improve long-
term sustainability. Campaigns may reach a larger 
audience, increase awareness, and create a stronger 
advocacy voice by combining their resources, 
knowledge, and networks. While each campaign may 
have a particular area of expertise, by working together, 
they can create a comprehensive strategy. Diverse 
stakeholders can form coalitions through collaboration 
in order to work towards a common goal and influence 
significant change in MTE policies and practices. 
Sharing resources, including money, information, 
analysis, and supplies, improves productivity and 
guarantees that campaigns will last. Stakeholder 
conversation and consensus building processes aids           
in fostering understanding and enhancing trust. 

Collaboration fosters coordinated and cohesive efforts, 
which improves long-term sustainability.   

In many sectors, evidence-based decision 
making requires research and data collection. They 
deliver unbiased information, spot trends and patterns, 
assess effectiveness, defend resource allocation, foster 
responsibility and trust, and promote innovation. 
Decision makers get a greater understanding of the 
problem, potential effects, and the efficacy of actions 
through the conduct of rigorous studies and the 
gathering of pertinent data. This knowledge aids in the 
creation of focused initiatives and policies that take 
advantage of new opportunities or solve particular 
problems.   

It is also feasible to evaluate the efficacy of 
current policies, programs, or initiatives through study 
and data collection. This procedure aids in identifying 
areas of success, those that require improvement and 
those where adjustments may be required. Prioritization 
is supported by the evidence-based approach, which 
also guarantees that resources are directed to projects 
with the greatest potential.   

Policy makers, civil society organizations 
(CSOs), and communities should put recommendations 
into practice in order to support and sustain mother 
language education (MTE) programs. Government 
officials should create inclusive policies, fund programs 
for teachers and educators' professional growth, 
encourage collaboration, and push for Legislative 
reforms, offer capacity building, and encourage 
community involvement. CSOs should promote MTE-
focused policy changes, participate in policy 
discussions, and increase public awareness. 
Community learning centers should be established, 
parental engagement encouraged, and cultural heritage 
valued and promoted. Together, these parties can foster 
an environment that supports MTE and guarantee its 
long-term viability. By putting these suggestions into 
practice, MTE programs can be maintained and 
integrated into general educational frameworks at the 
federal level, providing fair access for all populations.  

VII. Conclusion 

For the purpose of conserving linguistic 
diversity and promoting inclusive education, mother 
tongue education (MTE) is essential. It promotes 
inclusive education, fosters identity and self-esteem, 
protects cultural expressions and language heritage, 
and improves cognitive and academic growth. 
Additionally, MTE enhances social integration and 
communication, enabling children to interact with a 
variety of classmates and fostering a sense of 
belonging. It also lays a solid foundation for 
multilingualism, empowering people to become 
engaged  world  citizens  who respect and value cultural  
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variety. Societies may create a more inclusive, fair,              
and culturally diverse education system that benefits 
individuals, communities, and the entire world by 
recognizing and promoting MTE. Societies can create            
a more inclusive, egalitarian, and culturally diverse 
education system that benefits individuals by 
recognizing and promoting MTE.  The advancement of 
mother tongue education (MTE) in Cameroon is greatly 
aided by civil society organizations (CSOs). They 
promote MTE, educate stakeholders about it, analyses  
policy, provide programs to build capacity, interact               
with local communities, monitor and assess MTE 
implementation, encourage networking among 
stakeholders, and carry out research to produce proof 
of its significance. Campaigns, workshops, seminars, 
and open forums are organized by CSOs to raise 
awareness of MTE's advantages and sway public policy. 
In order to find gaps in current MTE policies and make 
evidence-based recommendations for reform, they also 
perform policy analysis and research. CSOs also offer 
training and capacity-building initiatives for community 
leaders, parents, and teachers involved in MTE. Their 
initiatives enable stakeholders to support MTE 
advancement at the grass-roots level.   

In order to guarantee inclusive and fair 
educational systems, stakeholders must priorities and 
fund Mother Tongue Education (MTE) projects. 
Governments, civil society groups, schools, parents, 
international organizations, and researchers are 
examples of stakeholders. Governments should 
priorities MTE in their national education plans, set aside 
funds for its implementation, and spend money on 
infrastructural improvements, teacher preparation 
programs, and curriculum development. In order to 
create and implement programs, civil society 
organizations should continue to promote MTE in 
partnership with governmental bodies, academic 
institutions, and neighborhood associations. 
Educational institutions ought to incorporate MTE into 
their curricula, support teacher professional growth 
opportunities, and encourage inclusive classrooms. 
Initiatives for MTE in nations with at-risk linguistic variety 
should be given financial priority and support from 
international organizations and funders.   
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